Brussels, 9th June 2023

Subject: No backward step in pesticide regulation

Dear Member of the European Parliament,

In these times of increasing attacks on the regulation proposal for the sustainable use of
pesticides (SUR), we - the 83 undersigned civil society organisations - are writing to you to
recall the European Parliament’s request to the Commission and Member States to improve
the existing pesticide regulation in a plenary vote in January 2019. Under the chairmanship of
Eric Andrieu (S&D) and leadership of Norbert Lins (EPP) and Bart Staes (Greens/EFA), all major
groups in the European Parliament agreed that protecting human, animal and environmental
health from pesticides stood as a priority in Europe and that a stricter and thorough
regulation of pesticides was needed for that very purpose. We urgently ask you to take action
in light of your mandate to make sure this EP action plan is implemented.

Five years ago, following citizens' concerns over the evaluation of glyphosate in Europe, the US’
ongoing litigations and subsequent publication of the Monsanto Papers, the European
Parliament set up a special committee (PEST) to investigate the authorisation procedure for all
pesticides.' After nine months of investigations, the PEST committee concluded that the primary
objective of Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 to ensure a high level of protection for the environment,
human and animal health, and was not fully achieved due to major shortcomings in the
pesticide authorisation system.

To address this worrying situation, it provided more than 100 specific recommendations which
were largely endorsed by the European Parliament in 2019.> Among these, stands a clear
demand to ban the use of pesticides in areas used by the general public, the adoption of
specific measures to protect vulnerable populations and the environment, and a full
implementation of Integrated Pest Management (IPM).? All were meant to improve protection
from pesticides and to restore citizens’ trust in the European institutions after glyphosate’s
reapproval.

On the four-year anniversary of the adoption of this report, and while glyphosate is being
re-evaluated, an assessment by PAN Europe revealed” that only 15% of the recommendations to
improve the pesticide authorisation system have been implemented. These include
recommendations that aim to set a new policy regulatory framework driving the transition
towards a pesticide-free Europe; to improve public access to industry studies, and to reform
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procedural guidance documents for pesticide applicants. A further 7% of the recommendations
would be implemented if the proposed SUR by the Commission is adopted.

In this context, the frontal opposition of some political groups to the SUR proposal is
concerning. It means that many MEPs are now blocking the implementation of
recommendations that the Parliament itself has issued, cementing thereby a backward
movement in the institution's ambitions. Yet, such a setback is not justified as the voice of
European citizens remains consistent and has become even stronger than it was in2019 when it
comes to pesticide regulation’.

Therefore, in times when evidence on the deteriorating state of European ecosystems®, whose
role is central to ensuring food security, and when vulnerable populations continue to be
exposed to unacceptable levels of health-harming pesticides,” your institution must not back
down. You are bound by the legacy of this institution to represent the European people that
you have the honour and responsibility to serve. The European Parliament as a whole has a
democratic duty to welcome the proposed SUR and defend its ambitions to the Council.

Furthermore, we want to highlight that the rest of the non-fulfilled PEST-recommendations,
notably those asking to fully assess the adverse effects of pesticides in the context of an
independent, transparent, objective and high-quality risk assessment, and to strictly apply the
precautionary principle and the approval criteria in decision-making, are equally crucial but
remain unattended by the Commission, Member States and the European Food Safety
Authority (EFSA). Here, as a legislator, it is important that your recommendations are acted
upon, also for restoring and keeping trust in the EU decision-making process and governance. In
this respect, we share with you the 10 most urgent demands to improve pesticides assessment
in Europe.

We hope for a response from you on this important issue.
Thanking you in advance for your consideration and your support.

Sincerely yours,

Angeliki Lyssimachou
Head of Science and Policy
Pesticide Action Network Europe
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