Brussels, 12 February 2019
Dear Mr Selmayr,
Subject: European Union’s strategy for a non-toxic environment by 2018
We are writing to you on behalf of EDC-Free Europe, a coalition of public interest groups representing
more than 70 environmental, health, women's and consumer groups across Europe who share a
concern about hormone disrupting chemicals (EDCs) and their impact on our health and wildlife – and
on behalf of the Green 10, a coalition of ten of the largest environmental organisations and networks
active on the European level [1].
With this letter, we would like to draw your attention to the seventh Environmental Action Programme
(7th EAP) [2] requiring the European Commission to develop a Union strategy for a non-toxic
environment by 2018. We are very much concerned that this deadline has not been respected. The
Green 10 European Parliament Manifesto prioritises detoxing Europe’s future and regulation to
reduce people exposure to hazardous chemicals [3]. We would like to reiterate the importance of
such a strategy also due to the urgency to dramatically reduce Europeans’ exposure to endocrine
disrupting chemicals. As this Commission’s term nears its end, we call on you to have this strategy
finalised, to bring it out as soon as possible, and to make sure that these topics remain a priority for
the next Commission [4] bearing in mind that the 7th EAP runs until 2020.
Such a strategy is essential for driving innovation and the development of sustainable substitutes
including non-chemical solutions, and is a prerequisite for an effective and safe non-toxic circular
economy. It should also bring the much-needed coordinated approach and overarching framework
for optimal health and environmental protection by addressing accelerating climate change,
biodiversity loss, and the contamination of air, soil, water, animals and human health with toxic
chemicals. It is also essential to have this strategy to ensure that EU chemicals policy is based on the
latest scientific knowledge about chemicals and what their effects are on our health and the
environment while promoting less wasteful, more efficient and cleaner consumption.
A Union’s strategy for a non-toxic environment must at a minimum [5]:
• prioritise eliminating people’s exposure to toxic chemicals and reducing the linked health
impacts by 2030, with a clear timeline and indicators;
•

commit to addressing chemicals of particular concern across the lifecycle, such as endocrine
disruptors, whether they are used as flame retardants, fluorinated compounds, pesticides or
in other ways;

•

establish a mechanism to ensure coordination and consistency across the various pieces of
European legislation on chemicals in the most health protective way;

•

commit to securing funds for improved research and testing methods;

•

develop coordinated European-wide mandatory information systems on chemicals in
consumer products, materials and wastes as well as public information and awareness-raising
campaigns;

•

support organisations providing and researching safer alternatives and promote substitution
of harmful chemicals, clean production and sustainable innovation;

•

design an early warning system to identify new chemical threats;

•

ensure that materials are free from toxic components from the design stage and detoxify
material streams with legacy chemicals so that they can be safely reused and recycled in a
circular economy.

The recent European Commission’s commitment to update its 1999 strategy on endocrine disrupting
chemicals illustrates how critical tackling those chemicals is in order to successfully achieve Europe’s
transition towards a non-toxic circular economy. We regret that the Commission’s recent
communication on EDCs fails to address them with concrete actions that would truly advance health
and environment protection [6].
Therefore, we urge you to ensure that a future Union’s strategy for a non-toxic environment builds
on and fully complements its forthcoming strategy on EDCs. Both strategies are urgently needed to
reflect the development of science on the effects of toxic chemicals on health and the environment
over the last two decades. There is a real business case for action to satisfy both greener industries
already moving ahead and the public demands for safe circular production and consumer items. The
EDC-Free Europe Coalition has already published a set of eight demands for a successful EU EDC
strategy [7].
We look forward to hearing from you about the Commission’s plans to present the European Union’s
strategy for a non-toxic environment in synergy with the ongoing work for the updating of the strategy
on EDCs. We would very much appreciate having the opportunity to meet with you to present our
detailed proposals on these issues and remain available for any question that you might have.
Ms. Genon K. Jensen
Spokesperson on behalf of the EDC-Free Europe Coalition
Executive Director, Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL)
HEAL Transparency Register number: 00723343929-96
About the EDC-Free Europe coalition:
EDC-Free Europe is a coalition of public interest groups representing more than 70 environmental,
health, women’s and consumer groups across Europe who share a concern about hormone disrupting
chemicals (EDCs) and their impact on our health and wildlife. Campaign partners include trade unions,
consumers, public health and healthcare professionals, advocates for cancer prevention,
environmentalists and women’s groups. Website: http://www.edc-free-europe.org/
Contacts for EDC Free Europe Campaign Coordinator: Sandra JEN sandra@edc-free-europe.org
About the Green 10:
The Green 10 is a coalition of ten of the largest environmental organisations and networks active on the
European level. We work to ensure that the European Union protects the climate, the local environment,
biodiversity and human health within and beyond its borders. Website: https://green10.org/
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