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INTRODUCTION 
A healthy planet for healthy people 

As HEAL is celebrating its 15th anniversary in 2018, our vision remains unchanged: we work towards a 
world ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
healthy lives.  

A world that is free of health-harming chemicals, where the air we breathe and food we eat are health 
promoting; and a future in which we have transitioned to a toxic free, de-carbonised, climate resilient 
and sustainable economy and way of life. 

MISSION 1 We work to ensure that health evidence and health voices are heard by politicians and 
policy makers in Europe and beyond. The aim is to protect those most harmed by pollution, such as 
the foetus, children, pregnant women and the elderly, and those with existing health problems or living 
in especially exposed environments. 

MISSION 2 We have strong relationships with our European members and we partner with 
organisations around the world to raise awareness and share evidence, change laws, and defend and 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΦ 

MISSION 3 We help shape laws on chemicals, pesticides, air quality, climate change and energy by 
sharing real life stories on the health harm of pollution, and making the economic case for 
environments that promote health. We focus particularly on building knowledge about the 
opportunities for reducing cancer, lung and heart disease, allergies and asthma, diabetes, obesity, 
!ƭȊƘŜƛƳŜǊΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ tŀǊƪƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ ŀǳǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ !5I5Σ ƎŜƴƛǘŀƭ ōƛǊǘƘ ŘŜŦŜŎǘǎΣ ǇǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǇǳōŜǊǘȅ 
and infertility. 

HEAL Strategic Objectives 2020: #PREVENT #UNITE #COMMUNICATE 

1. #PREVENT: Target priorities 

Integrate health prevention into environment policy and sustainable development by informing people 
and policy makers about the benefits to health of reducing environmental pollution. Globally, HEAL 
supports the 17 goals in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including for health, energy, 
chemicals and climate change.  

2. #UNITE: Bridge global and local action 

Develop HEAL into a global collaborative network of partners with fully engaged members 
representing all aspects of public health. Build strong grassroots capacity, create synergies and 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŜŘƎŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΦ I9![Ωǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘŘƻƎ ƻƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 
affecting health and as a catalyst for all levels of environmental health action in Europe and beyond is 
achieved by widely sharing scientific, medical, health and economic evidence through effective 
advocacy. 

3. #COMMUNICATE: Mobilise for healthy people and a healthy planet 

Inspire action by raising awareness of the health and economic benefits of strong new health friendly 
and sustainable environmental policies. By communicating the health and economic benefits of global, 
EU and national policy developments agreements on mercury, chemicals, air quality, energy and 
climate, our network has become an international hub for health and environmental information, 
science and policy development. Our messages reach global health experts and practitioners as well 
as individuals and communities. They stimulate thinking and mobilise action on pollution prevention 
for public and planetary health. 

  



4 
 

CLIMATE AND ENERGY  
 

Report: ΨIƛŘŘŜƴ tǊƛŎŜ ¢ŀƎǎΥ Iƻǿ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ ŦǳŜƭ ǎǳōǎƛŘƛŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΩ 
 

In July 2017, HEAL launched the Hidden Price Tags report. 
It provides the first-ever comparison of fossil fuel subsidies 
and the costs to health associated with air pollution from 
fossil fuels. 

With over 133 articles in 25 countries, Hidden Price Tags 
ǿŀǎ I9![Ωǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ нлмтΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
coverage has an advertising value equivalent of 870,000 
EUR and an approximated reach of 95,000,000 people. 
Social media impact has also been high with influencers 
ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ нл ǉǳƻǘŜǎκǉǳƻǘŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
infographics widely (Euractiv to 110.000 followers, 
wŀƛƴŦƻǊŜǎǘ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ муфΦллл ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴΩǎ 
Damian Carrington to 38.200 followers).  

Europe Beyond Coal campaign 

In November 2017, HEAL co-launched the Europe Beyond Coal campaign, 
which calls for an end to coal power generation in Europe by 2030. HEAL 
used this opportunity to call with other health, environment and climate 
groups on the European Union to hasten the move away from coal and 
other fossil fuels and towards clean renewable energy. To push this claim, 
Brussels-based groups set the EU five challenges to help Europe become 
coal-free by 2030. Prior to the official start of the COP23 in December, 
HEAL, together with German medical students, also joined a climate march organised by a big alliance 
of environmental NGOs in Bonn, the biggest gathering in Germany to demand the phase out of coal 
ever. 

UN Climate Change Conference (COP23) and Global Climate and Health Summit in Bonn, Germany 

HEAL sent a 16 head strong delegation to COP23, to 
emphasise that measures to bring down CO2 emissions will 
not only improve the climate but will also bring huge health 
benefits. 

To underline this message, the Global Climate and Health 
Summit was organised by the Global Climate and Health 
Alliance, the WHO and HEAL, bringing together health actors 
from all over the world. 

Amongst the speakers were Dr Maria Neira, WHO 
director of the department of public health and 
environment department and Nick Watts, executive 
director of the Lancet Countdown. HEAL organised a 
World Café afternoon session which highlighted the 
deep and diverse expertise of the GCHA member 
organisations. 

 

https://www.env-health.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/hidden_price_tags.pdf
http://beyond-coal.eu/
https://www.env-health.org/challenge-to-eu-leaders-time-to-move-europe-beyond-coal/
https://www.env-health.org/challenge-to-eu-leaders-time-to-move-europe-beyond-coal/
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Healthy Energy Paper, June 2017 

 

 

available in English, Polish, Czech, German 

 

 

 

Quick guide ς how to calculate the health impacts and costs from coal, June 2017 

 

 

 

 

available in English, German, Macedonian and Serbian 

 

  

https://www.env-health.org/heal-healthy-energy-paper/
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AIR QUALITY 
 

Unmask My City initiative 

The Unmask My City initiative that was launched on 

World Asthma Day 2017 is a global initiative by doctors, 

nurses, public health practitioners, and allied healthcare 

professionals dedicated to improving air quality and 

reducing emissions in our cities.  

It calls for all cities to meet the World Health 
hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƛǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 
and programmes that will put cities on a path towards 
meeting this objective.  

HEAL is leading the campaign in Europe ς so far in these 
cities: Warsaw (Poland), Adana, Canakkale, Istanbul and 
Hatay (Turkey), in Belgrade (Serbia), Sofia (Bulgaria), 
Tuzla (Bosnia & Herzegovina). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advocacy on best available techniques for new large combustion plants (LCP BREF) 

HEAL coordinated, together with CAN-E, EEB, WWF 

and WeMove.EU a European-wide petition to clean 

ǳǇ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ǘƻȄƛŎ ŀƛr, available in EN, FR, DE, ES, IT, 

PL. It was signed by more than 126,000 citizens that 

were then publicly presented in an action staged in 

front of the European Commission and the Council of 

the EU in Brussels on 4 April 2017, supported by a 

press release. For the hand over, HEAL with the 

coalition of NGOs also produced a Q&A on the new LCP BREF, available in English and Polish. 
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Event: WHO briefing on climate change and air pollution in Europe 

In Brussels, the World Health Organization (WHO) and HEAL called 
upon policy-makers in the EU and wider European Region to take 
decisive action to clean up the air for the benefit of citizens, as 
improving air quality is a huge environmental health opportunity in 
9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ I9![Ωǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴƻƴ YΦ WŜƴǎŜƴ ǎŀƛŘΥ άThe 
health impacts of air pollution are unacceptable, and they are 
completely preventable. The EU has shown global leadership in 
setting legally-binding air quality standards and a framework to 
tackle air pollution from all sources. However, 23 out of the 28 
member states are currently breaching these standards, which are 
for some pollutants already less stringent than what WHO 
recommends. National governments need to show that they are serious about protecting our health, 
and initiate transformative measures now. We especially urge health ministers to become more 
involved in clean air measures.έ 

The main speaker of the morning, Dr Maria Neira, Director of 

²IhΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 

Determinants of Health demanded new urgency on air 

ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΥ άAir pollution causes noncommunicable diseases, 

such as cardiovascular diseases, stroke, chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease and lung cancer. It also increases the risk for 

acute respiratory infections. While air pollution knows no 

borders and puts everyone at risk, those most vulnerable ς 

pregnant women, children, the elderly, those already ill or poorς are particularly affectedέΦ  

 

I9![Ωǎ Ŝight demands for clean air ς briefing and infographic 

Although air pollution is the largest single environmental health risk, 
policy-makers delay action for cleaner air. Despite legal requirements and 
political commitments in the EU-28, including the Ambient Air Quality 
Directive, measures to clean up the air at national and local level have 
been inadequate and far off to reach the air quality levels recommended 
by WHO. HEAL has therefore approached health ministers as well as 
European Commissioners for the Environment, Climate Action as well as 
Health with an open letter and key demands in a briefing and infographic. 
We urge health politicians to make air pollution a greater priority and to 
work with HEAL and its network in putting health into other policy 
portfolios affecting air quality, such as environment, energy, transport, 
housing and agriculture.  
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CHEMICALS 
 

1. European Citizens Initiative (ECI) on glyphosate, co-founded and organised by HEAL, was 

ǘƘŜ ŦŀǎǘŜŘ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 9/L ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ Ƨǳǎǘ р 

months. This resulted in the 5 year only approval instead of a 15 years renewal. 

DƭȅǇƘƻǎŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ƘŜǊōƛcide, remained a priority topic for HEAL. We continued 

to spread our concerns about the effects of this chemical on health and the environment, and 

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ό9/Lύ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ƎƭȅǇƘƻǎŀǘŜΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ 

this initiative in February 2017 as a co-organiser, HEAL actively helped the ECI to become the fastest 

ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ. By June 2017, the ECI had reached 1 million signatures and it was 

handed over to the Commission with 1.3 million signatures in October 2017.  

Unique campaign activities were organised throughout the 

year, such as a Stop Glyphosate Day of Action during which 

campaigners across Europe took the streets to collect offline 

signatures. As member states representatives met to discuss 

the re-approval of glyphosate, HEAL co-organised a stunt in 

front of the European Commission, together with other 

environmental NGOs.  

We continued activities to prevent the re-authorisation through 

the autumn, by advocacy and commenting on a vote in the 

European Parliament on glyphosate in October, and the next 

failure of member states to agree a day later. Together with the 

European Cancer Leagues, HEAL urged EU ministers to reject 

the proposal on glyphosate to prioritise health and cancer 

prevention.  

HEAL reacted strongly against the reauthorisation of glyphosate for 5 rather than 15 years, and 

continues to support its members to achieve national bans.  

2. Adoption of the EDC criteria ς A step in the right direction, but not enough 

Endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) 

also remained an absolute priority 

throughout the year. HEAL coordinated 

an online petition together with online 

platformer SumOfUs and the EDC-Free 

campaign, to weigh in on what the EU 

EDC identification criteria mean for the 

health of citizens, as the European 

Parliament discussed the European 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΦ This petition, 

which was a follow up from a petition 

targeting EU governments in 2016, was 

signed by 321,746 European citizens.  

A unique call-in tool and frequently 

asked questions (Q&A) on EDCs and 




























