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HEAL offices and member network

• Doctors associations

• Patient groups

• Nurses associations

• Public health institutes

• Research institutes

• Not-for-profit health 
insurers

• Women’s groups

• Youth groups

• Environmental groups

Promoting environmental 

policy that contributes to 

good health

>78 organizations
in 28 countries



• EU policies & law on EDCs

• The EDC battle – where are we now

• Strategies to advance protective EDC policies

Outline



Directly  

• REACH (industrial chemicals) 

• PESTICIDES & BIOCIDES

• MEDICAL DEVICES

• TOYS / CHILDCARE Articles

Indirectly  

• COSMETICS

• FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS

• PHARMACEUTICALS

• WATER  & more (Emissions, Mercury, POPs, etc)

Relevant EU LAWS



Repro toxicants Equivalent Concern
DEHP 
BBP 
DBP 
DIBP
DCHP

Substances of Very High Concern (SVHCs) 

ED for Environment

 Octylphenol

 Octylphenol etoxylated

 Nonylphenol

 Nonylphenol etoxylated

 DEHP

ED for Human Health

 DEHP

 DCHP



2009 Pesticides law: 

• No authorization for EDCs 

exception: unless exposure is negligible                          
(no human contact, closed system)

Similar for 2012 Biocides law

but different exception conditions

EDCs in Pesticides & Biocides



• EU policies & law on EDCs

• The EDC battle – where are we now

• Strategies to advance protective EDC policies

Outline



Official Criteria to identify EDCs –

Under construction since 2011 – close to finish line

To ban, first identify



unprecedentedly high level of proof

inconsistent with approach to CMRs

few, maybe no EDCs will be identified

humans will probably be harmed before              
action is taken

illegally changes what was agreed in 2009  

So far– next stop – December 6-7 ??



• EU policies & law on EDCs

• The EDC battle – where are we now

• Strategies to advance protective EDC policies

Outline



Creation of EDC-Free Europe Coalition 



EU Policy: Awareness raising in 7 languages
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Health benefits of removing EDCs

HEAL Report

Nordic Report

JCEM Papers 

Up to 1.2 billion / year                                
for MALE REPRODUCTIVE health

157 billion / year: 120 from pesticides



Health stakeholder engagement

FIGO: International Federation of Gynecology and Obstetrics – national chapters

European Cancer Leagues

Wendy Tse Yared, Director, “Curbing 
exposure to endocrine disrupting 
chemicals should become 
a central part of cancer prevention 
strategy in Europe.” 



12 scientific societies - 4000 members

Public health professionals



Focus on teenagers besides pregnant 
women and babies, particularly cosmetics

Girls use more make-up compared to adult 
women and they start earlier now

National: Belgium- Teenagers 



Product testing  - THINK CHEMICALS

Exposing presence of EDCs 

• Cosmetics, food packaging, textiles

• highlighting good and bad products

Danish Consumer Council THINK 
Chemicals
product testing - Shampoos



Food testing  EXXPERT Study

■ 2016 REPORT - non organic mueslies contain on 
average more than 9 residues of pesticides each, half 
of them being suspected EDCs ! 

■ 2010 REPORT showed that 12 of the 36 pesticides 
residues found in the meals of one single day were 
suspected EDCs ! 

(http://www.menustoxiques.fr/pdf/Rapport_assiette_toxique_281110.pdf)



Media - TV Documentaries, Books

2015 – Book on EDCs

TV Documentaries 
France = 8 million viewers

Germany

The Netherlands 



Video clips   WECF 

Pregnant – How to Protect

Your Child from EDCs’, 

video by WECF

(English - Dutch - German -

Spanish). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lk8RAyZkDYo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aijg9sGOOHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5aWyxw0mQ1k


Local authorities & Trade union 



Action at  European Parliament last week
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Thank you for your attention!

Contact us: genon@env-health.org

Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL)
28, Blvd. Charlemagne B-1000 Brussels

www.env-health.org
Follow us on Twitter @HealthandEnv and like us on Facebook

Subscribe to EDC-Free campaign news in 
English, French, German, Spanish, Dutch, Swedish and Danish!!!  

http://www.edc-free-europe.org  
https://www.no2hormonedisruptingchemicals.org



Aside from the criteria….

• REACH progress: very slow in ID, restrictions; 
authorisations not going in good direction

• Still need explicit phase out/ down provisions in many 
other laws, and better testing requirements: especially 
major exposures, e.g. food contact materials

• Large need for engagement of medical communities to 
convey your positions to political representatives

• Next battles: guidance documents, testing requirements, 
individual pesticide/biocide authorisations, reform other 
laws

EU progress on EDCs



Global precedent: world’s 1st regulatory ID criteria! 

Correctly identifying what people are exposed to

Implementing existing laws

Pesticide & Biocide laws,                                                 
pour over to Medical Devices 

Influence REACH, Cosmetics, Water, & others 

Correctly reflecting / eliciting science
Avoiding over simplifying / under interpreting
Incentive for further research 

PROTECTING HEALTH & ENVIRONMENT

Criteria: What’s at Stake



The EU criteria battle

Exposing industry 
influence on EU 
Commission

•Shown on French and German TV
•Covered in many media, including 
Le Monde, Newsweek, Guardian 



No escape from exposure

27


