






“Climate change is one of the greatest 
challenges of our time. Climate change will 
affect, in profoundly adverse ways, some of 
the most fundamental determinants of health: 
food, air, water.”

Dr Margaret Chan, 
Director-General, World Health Organization, on World 
Health Day, 7 April 2008.

“Everyone working in the European health 
sector has an opportunity to take action to 
‘health-proof’ climate change.”

Génon Jensen, 
Executive Director, Health and Environment Alliance (HEAL)
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Five ways to make a difference
Each health authority should ask themselves the following 
questions:

Leadership: Has your board discussed climate change and • 
begun a programme to encourage all staff to talk to each other, 
patients and the community about the benefi ts of a healthy, 
low-carbon lifestyle? Health staff should be as comfortable 
offering advice on reducing private car use (to encourage 
physical activity) as on giving up smoking.

Strategy: Does your local authority have a climate change • 
strategy, an action plan and the capacity to adapt?

Targets: Is your organisation meeting the mandatory targets for • 
reductions in energy consumption and increasing the energy 
effi ciency of buildings?

Partnership: Are you working collaboratively on tackling climate • 
change with local and specialist organisations?

Energy: How much did your organisation spend on energy • 
last year, and what proportion of “green” electricity was 
procured?

Adapted from “Sustaining a healthy future: Taking action on climate 
change”, UK Faculty of Public Health and “Taking the temperature: 
towards an NHS response to global warming”.
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