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“My child’s health” campaign begins mail-out on pesticide vote

Brussels 11 October 2007 — The Health & Environment Alliance announced today the launch of a postcard
campaign to alert Members of the European Parliament to action needed to protect children from
unnecessary pesticides use.

The Health & Environment Alliance [1] joins other non-governmental organisations of the Pesticide Watch
campaign [2] to call for a vote in favour of a ban on the spraying of hazardous pesticides where children eat,
play and learn in the European Parliament plenary taking place on 23-25 October 2007.

The campaign postcard [3] highlights six major areas for concern for children’s health and protection.

e Pesticide exposure today may increase a child’s risk of developing a chronic disease or dysfunction
later in life. [4]

e Evidence indicates that many pesticides are toxic to the brain of the developing child. Up to one in
six children grows up with a developmental disability, in many cases affecting the nervous system,
including learning disabilities, attention deficit disorders and mental retardation. [5]

e Several studies implicate pesticides in a range of conditions affecting children’s health, including
cancer, non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma and leukaemia. [6]

e Father’s exposure to agricultural pesticides appears to increase the likelihood of kidney and brain
cancer in the child. [6]

e Pesticide exposure during childhood may increase the risk of asthma, the leading cause of school
absenteeism due to chronic illness. [7] [8]

e Very young children absorb more pesticides from what they eat than adults. [4]

So far, industry and farmers have been vocal in drawing attention to potential impacts of pesticide reform on
their jobs and agricultural productivity. “What is missing from the picture is the health impact of current
pesticide use in Europe,” says Monica Guarinoni, Policy Coordinator and Information Officer at the Health &
Environment Alliance. “Making information available on the possible health consequences is important
because citizens may not be willing to accept an increased risk of developing a chronic disease related to
pesticide use.”

The Health & Environment Alliance’s postcard campaign aims to share the scientific evidence on the
negative health impacts to children’s health and to highlight what the European Parliament can do
immediately to reverse this trend.

“We are asking for a ban on using pesticides in and around areas where children eat, play and learn,
something which is only common sense when looking at how they may be adversely affected, “ says
Guarinoni.

HEAL would also like to see stricter criteria used when assessing whether a pesticide should be put on the
market. For example, the assessment should address whether a pesticide has the potential to affect brain
development or the immune system.



For more information, please contact:

Monica Guarinoni, Policy and Information Coordinator, Health & Environment Alliance, 28 Boulevard
Charlemagne, B-1000 Brussels, Tel: +32 2 234 3643 (direct) Fax : +32 2 234 3649
E-mail: monica@env-health.org Website: www.env-health.org

Or Diana Smith, Communications, Health and Environment Alliance, Tel: +33 1 55 25 25 84, E-mail:
Diana@gsmith.com.fr Website: www.env-health.org

Notes for journalists

[1] The Health & Environment Alliance (HEAL), formerly known as the European Public Health Alliance
Environment Network, aims to protect the environment as a means of promoting the health and well being of
all people, and to ensure the participation of citizens in the environment and health-related European policy-
making. It represents a diverse network of more than 50 citizens’, patients’, women'’s, health professionals’
and environmental organisations across Europe and has a strong track record in increasing public and expert
engagement in both EU debates and the decision-making process. www.env-health.org

[2] Pesticide Watch website: www.pesticidewatch.org

[3] The postcard is downloadable at http://www.env-health.org/IMG/pdf/HEA 013-07 FINAL.pdf If you
would like copies sent to you by mail for distribution by your organisation, please contact Monica@env-
health.org The postcard is also available in French.

[4] “Cut back on pesticides for healthier lives, New Scientific understanding of health impacts of pesticides
demands precautionary policy-making”, Briefing 2007, Health & Environment Alliance and Pesticides Action
Network Europe is available at http://www.env-health.org/IMG/pdf/Briefing Feb 2007 FINAL-2.pdf

[5] Grandjean, P, Landrigan P J, Developmental neurotoxity of industrial chemicals, The Lancet, 8 Nov. 2006

[6] Comprehensive review of research on the effects of pesticides on human health, Ontario College of
Family Physicians, 2004

[7] Early-Life Environmental Risk Factors for Asthma: Findings from the Children's Health Study,
Environmental Health Perspectives Volume 112, Number 6, May 2004

[8] Global Initiative for Asthma (GINA) project, 2004, World Health Organization
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