
Generaldirektion

Gesundheit & Verbraucher

Climate Change and Health

CoR Brussels 24 June2008



Climate Change

Public Health

Individual Health

Occupational Health

Animal Health

Plant Health



Public Health

Health systems
Capacity

Crisis management

Resilience

EU

Coordination

Recommendation



Extreme weather and health

Heat waves

Cold spells

Flooding

Wildfires

Air pollution

Water availability



Health Issues

Airborne diseases

Cardiac, cerebro vascular problems

Infectious diseases

Ultra violet radiation (cancer, 
cataracts)

Mental problems 



SANCO Activities in Adaptation

Note to the Commissioner 2005 on the human 
and animal health consequences of climate 
change (CC)
Discussion in SANCO WP Health and 
Environment
Workshop on Health effects of CC 2007
SANCO website information
http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/diss
emination/unexpected/unexpected_en.htm
EuroHeat Heat wave probability tool
Forest fire information system JRC 
European Flood alert system JRC





Projects and results

Canicule

EuroHeat

Book Extreme weather preparedness 
and response (finalised soon)

cCash

EuroSun

ECDC report from 2007 WS on Infectious 
diseases in a changing environment



Preventing and managing Heat 
waves

Prediction Early warning ECDC EPIS

Awareness rising in public 
authorities and health professionals

Implementation of Action plans

Public information



Infectious diseases

Visceral and cutaneous leishmaniasis

Tick-borne encephalitis

West Nile virus

Malaria

Dengue virus

Chikungunya

Rift valley fever



Water related infectious diseases

Salmonellosis

Campylobacteriasis

Cryptosporidiosis

Enteritis eg. vibrio cholera

And others 



Future perspectives

One Commission approach to 
adaptation

White Paper on adaptation to 
climate change

End of May: Draft of Impact 
assessment

21 October: Adoption of WP



Conclusions

Still a lot to do

Defining scope of the White Paper 
related to health aspects

Close cooperation between all 
sectors

Include implementation of results 
into the public



Final

Thanks for your attention


