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Who we are

Health & Environment Alliance (HEAL)
• An international not-for-profit, non governmental 

network that aims to improve health through EU public 
policy that promotes a cleaner environment and 
sustainable development

• Created in 2003 by members of the European Public 
Health Alliance, thus the former name EPHA 
Environment Network (EEN)

• Member of the Green 10 (see: www.green10.org) 
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I would like to share with you today

• Where are we today?

• HEALTH Mitigation/Adaptation – win-win strategies

• What next

• Health Proofing Climate Change Campaign

• What you can do
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The Dilemma – Global Problem needs a Global Solution

Growth and Jobs

EU ChinaHealth and Well-Being

Climate 
Change

Cure <-> Primary Prevention

Social Change v 
Technology Fix

Equity
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EU Action on Climate Change

• "Climate action and renewable energy package " 
• Effort Sharing Proposal – DG TREN, 20% 20 2020

Health Benefits – 550Billion – 1350Billion for PM10.
IPCC says this is not enough. See IPCC Report III Mitigation .

• ETS – NHS systems in/out (how to make Ministers Listen)
• Renewable – Biofuels good or bad for health (FQD)

Direct – air pollution Indirect – Sustainability Criteria.
• White paper on Climate change adaptation
• CO2 and Cars (increased NOx, Ozone)
• National Emission Ceiling rev. Ambient Air Quality.
• Energy Efficient Building Directive / Construction Products 

Directive
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Health Proofing Climate Change campaign

• HEAL input into Climate Change and Adaptation White Paper;

• HEAL/EPHA conference “Climate change and the challenges for public 
health: priorities for EU Action” October 2007;

• Good Practice Award on Climate Change and Health;
• HEAL/EUREGHA conference “Climate change and the challenges for 

public health: engaging the regions, 24 June 2008;
• Input to European Parliament resolution
• Advocacy letters from the HEAL secretariat and members on Climate 

Action and Renewable Energy Package;
• Coordinated meetings with key Members of the European Parliament, 

and experts from Council working groups;
• HEAL expertise in WHO process.
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Climate Change and Health European 
Parliament Resolution

Recognises that climate change contributes to the 
global burden of disease and premature deaths by 
affecting, in particular, the most vulnerable 
population groups; invites the Member States to 
consider measures to strengthen the capacity of 
health systems to adapt to the adverse effects of 
climate change; invites the Commission to set up 
an EU-wide system for the monitoring and 
surveillance of the effects of climate change on 
health; calls on the Commission to ensure that 
the threats posed by climate change to human 
health are at the centre of EU adaptation and 
mitigation policy; 
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HEAL Policy Asks “ Climate Action and 
Renewable Energy Package”

• 1. Co-benefits to health of reducing CO2, NOx and 
SOx need to be considered more prominently 
throughout the climate and energy package;

• 2. Domestic EU 30% cut in collective emissions 
needed by 2020 to stop global warming; 

• 3. A compliance mechanism for meeting reductions 
needs to be introduced; 

• 4. External credits need to meet strict additionality, 
environment and health criteria, and should be on top 
of an EU-wide 30% emission reduction. 
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What Next?

• Key Dates “Climate Action and Renewable Energy 
Package”

Effort Sharing Proposal 
- Vote in ENVI Committee 7 October

EU Emissions Trading Scheme – deadline for 
amendments

- Vote in ENVI Committee 7 October

• UNFCCC COP13 Poznan, Poland – December 2007
• UNFCCC COP14 Copenhagen, Denmark - 2008
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Other Climate Change and Health 
Advocacy Activities

• European Commission My Environment

• Climate Change Declaration (Climate Change and 
Health Council)

• UK Public Health Faculty

• Energy Conscious European Hospitals
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Extreme Weather Events
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Energy Conscious European Hospitals
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What you can do

http://www.climnet.org/

Know your carbon footprint

EMISSION CALCULATORS

The Carbon Trust
My Climate

EPA Paper Emissions Calculator 
Carbon Fund 

CO2 calculator 
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HEAL and You

HEAL activities: 

• HEAL list serve on Climate Change and Health (over 
100 subscribers);

• Policy Response to DG SANCO and DG 
ENVIRONMENT;

• Support HEAL advocacy Activities - Write to your 
national governments and MEPs

• Join HEAL as an individual supporter
• Sign Conference Recommendations
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To stay below 2 degrees C

• Global GHG emissions (+3%/a 2005) 
have to peak and decline in next 10 to 
15 years
• Global GHG emissions have to be 
reduced by >>50% below 1990 levels 
by 2050 - This translates into ~100%
for industrialised countries incl EU
• EU needs to reduce GHG by at 
least 30% domestically by 2020 and 
in addition contribute to at least 15% 
further global emissions reductions
towards clean energy development 
and reduced deforestation in poor 
countries with no GHG caps.
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Http://www.env-health.org


